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This study explored how young children interact in the school playground. Close 
examination of children’s talk and interaction found that social relationships were 
managed as they drew upon obligations of being a friend, their shared history of past 
events, and ownership of their ideas as resources for shared interaction. With an 
interest in child participation rights, the research design of this study enabled children 
to be actively involved as they commented on video-recordings of their social 
encounters. This study informs adult understandings about young children and 
uncovers how children’s social interactions influence their participation in activities 
of the classroom.  
 
 
